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BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA. 

By  Consul  James  G.  Carter,  Tananarivo,  Madagascar. 

MAURITIUS. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  both  the  imports  and  exports  of  Mauritius 
in  1917  compared  with  the  year  1916.  The  imports  were  valued  at 
42,199,200  rupees  ($13,689,430,  at  the  normal  rate  of  exchange  of 
$0.3244)  in  1917,  against  53,966,921  rupees  ($17,506,869)  in  1916, 
and  the  exports  at  61,925,724  rupees  ($20,088,705),  compared  with 
74,310,050  rupees  ($24,106,180)  in  1916.  The  total  trade  value  was 
104,124,924  rupees  ($33,778,125)  in  1917,  against  128.270,971  rupees 
($41,613,049)  in  1916,  a  decrease  of  24,152,047  rupees  ($7,834,924). 

Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  principal  imports  in  1917  were  chemical  and  other  fertilizers 
for  sugar  plantations;  farinaceous  foods,  chiefly  rice  for  the  large 
Indian  population;  textiles,  principally  cotton  goods  and  gunny 
bags;  metals  and  manufactures,  chiefly  bar  iron,  galvanized  and  un- 
galvanized  sheets,  and  nails;  tobacco  and  manufactures;  and  coal, 
coke,  and  other  fuels. 

More  than  88  per  cent  of  the  exports  from  Mauritius  in  1917  was 
sugar,  which  amounted  to  190,821  metric  tons,  valued  at  54,539,232 
rupees  ($17,692,527),  against  230,560  tons,  valued  at  69,309,970  ru- 
pees ($22,484,154),  in  1916. 

The  quantity  and  value  (given  in  rupees  of  $0.3244)  of  the  princi- 
pal articles  imported  and  exported  in  1917,  compared  with  those 
of  1916,  were : 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Rupees. 

Quantity. 

Rupees. 

IMPORTS. 

Animals,  chieflv  beeves  from  Madagascar 

Automobiles 

Beverages: 

Whisky  and  other  spirits 

Wine — 

In  bottles 

In  casks 

Other 

number., 
do.... 

4,00.3 
203 

30, 735 

123, 725 
240, 451 

279,710 

789,054 

267,980 

195,540 
492, 215 
110,431 

3,377,505 
843, 457 
132,926 
351,098 
17,873,517 
351, 075 

2,678 
93 

15,344 

55,907 
238,576 

187  013 
260, 797 

216, 106 

112, 158 

519,666 

48,663 

Chemicals: 

For  manure 

Other 

11, 436 

7,057 

2,573,272 
755,991 

Coffee 

191 

244 

204,594 
46,740 

Farinaceous  food,  chiefly  rice,  dholi,  and  bran. .  .tons. . 
Fish,  dried,  salted,  or  pickled do 

i03, 199 
947 

68, 1?6 
724 

13, 423, 9 S8 
431,659 
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Article.---. 


1916 


Quantity.       Rupees 


1917 


Quantity.       Rupees. 


iMrouTs— continued, 
l-'licl-: 

CoaJ ,ous- 

do... 

r.-.t cut  fuel do. . . 

Lard,  inar mrine.  and  ghee do... 

Manure  and  fn  tili/crs  n.  6. .- .: 

A ninul  waste do... 

Guano do. . . 

Nit  rate  of  soda do. . . 

Other do... 

Metals: 

Manufactured— 

Hardware,  cutlery,  etc 

Machinery — 

For  local  industries tons. 

For  mechanical  transport do. . . 

Other 

Other 

Unmanufactured- 
Iron  and  stoel tons. 

Other 

Oils: 

Castor pounds. 

Mustard do. . . 

Pel  i oleum,  and  spirits  of gallons. 

Fist achio  nut pounds . 

Other 

Opium pounds. 

Faints  and  dyes 

Paper,  etc 

Soap,  ordinary sheets. 

Textiles  and  yarns,  and  manufactures  of: 
Cotton — 

Piece  goods- 
Gray  or  white yards. 

Printed do. . . 

Other 

Gunny  bags number . 

Haberdashery 

Other 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured — 

Cigars  and  cigarettes pounds. 

Other do. .  . 

Unmanufactured do. . . 

Wearing  apparel  n.  e.  s 

Wood  and  timber: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

All  other  articles 


61,190 

1,196 

s,  17*1 

501 

2,781 

r.st 

1,876 

500 


1,438 
1,041 


781,061 

2,253,521 
1.016. 90S 

1,499,995 


12,549 


2,406,382 


6, 025, 060 
8,671,572 


5, 233, 000 


36, 865 

432,268 

5, 909 


2,184,471 
113,027 

372, 555 
642,331 

440, 730 
36,«13 
424,263 

133, 159 


560,052 

1,270,442 
275,718 
134,289 

1,360,826 

454,441 
201,245 

211,494 
615,657 
893,740 

429,988 
412, 436 
481,483 
347,222 
339,843 
1,000,479 


1,095,321 
1,835,716 

262, 802 
2, 436, 945 
1,165,660 

370, 644 


204. 7S7 

1,282,957 

9,  429 

583, 673 

327, 629 

476, 801 

5, 513, 536 


59.176 
B34 

11,267 
315 

632 
2, 467 
2,681 

281 


1,227 
343 


746 


6S0,  US 

1,872,415 

699, LOO 

897, 479 


6,447 


1,260,011 


3,272,130 

5. 511, 70S 


3, 15S,  400 


50, 450 

401,837 

11,561 


Total. 


EXPORTS. 

Local  products: 

Aloe  fiber tons . 

Bags 

Bark  and  dye  wood tons. 

Coconut  oil gallons . 

Copra tons . 

Hardware 

Hides,  salted tons. 

Machinery do. . . 

Molasses do. . . 

Rum gallons . 

Sugar tons. 

Vanilla pounds. 

All  other  articles 


1,460 


445 

32, 564 

301 


60 

136 

2,100 

132,385 

230, 560 

4,086 


53,966,921 


422,050 
2,021 
33, 173 
56,366 
35, 380 
58, 168 
54,326 

128, 616 
84, 895 

127,580 

60,300,070 

23,184 

52,054 


1,214 


29,455 
75 


26 
288 
581 
33, 901 
190,821 
558 


Total. 
Reexports.., 


Grand  total. 


70,387,783 
3,922,267 


74,310,050 


1,056,888 

70,567 

686,106 

111, 250 

319.567 

L,  745,082 

80,731 


420, 737 

1,086,131 

167,711 

65,839 

1,140,375 

223,718 
87,090 

211,404 
478,297 
571,508 
266,733 
18,691 
316,043 
336,967 
239,119 
652, 432 


657,047 
1,587,723 

186,259 
1,676,618 

867,586 

293, 268 


277.014 

1,244,112 

15,690 

152,761 

121.671 

152, 983 

4, 552, 105 


42,199,200 


411,613 
55, 785 


62,530 
18, 750 

S,  S2S 

32,053 

284,819 

29. 185 

26,  669 

54, 539, 232 

87, 875 


55, 561, 502 
6, 364, 222 


61,925,724 


Of  the  42,199,200  rupees  ($13,689,430)  worth  of  imports  into 
Mauritius  in  1917,  British  possessions  sent  22,050,240  rupees 
($7,153,098)  worth,  chiefly  rice  and  other  farinaceous  food  and  gunny 
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bags  from  India;  the  United  Kingdom,  11,043,426  rupees  ($3,582,587) 
worth,  principally  chemicals  for  manure,  cotton  goods,  machinery, 
metals  and  manufactures,  and  soap;  and  foreign  countries,  9,105,534 
rupees  ($2,953,835)  worth,  chiefly  nitrate  of  soda  from  Chile,  tobacco 
from  Reunion  and  the  United  States,  wine  from  France,  petroleum 
and  other  mineral  oils  from  the  United  States,  motor  cars  and  ac- 
cessories from  the  United  States,  and  beeves  from  Madagascar. 

Of  the  61,925,724  rupees  ($20,088,705)  worth  of  exports,  the  share 
of  the  United  Kingdom  was  31,489,476  rupees  ($10,215,186)  ;  of 
France,  15,874,487  rupees  ($5,149,624)  ;  and  of  India,  10,490,147 
rupees  ($3,403,004). 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  in  1917  amounted  to  2,267,251 
rupees  ($735,496),  compared  with  2,710,911  rupees  ($879,420)  in 
1916,  a  decrease  of  443,660  rupees  ($143,924).  The  exports  to  the 
United  States  in  1917  were  valued  at  24,244  rupees  ($7,865)  and  con- 
sisted almost  entirely  of  87  tons  of  sugar;  there  were  no  exports  in 
1916. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity,  as  far  as  ascertainable, 
and  value  (given  in  rupees  of  $0.3244)  of  the  articles  imported  from 
the  United  States  in  1910  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Automobiles number. . 

Beef,  salted  and  preserved tons.. 

Cart  grease 

Chemicals 

Clocks  and  watches number.. 

Copper 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods — 

Gray  or  white yards . . 

Printed do 

Electrical  accessories 

Fish,  dried,  salted,  or  pickled 

Hardware,  cutlery,  and  enameled  ware 

Iron  and  steel,  other  than  machinery: 

Bars tons.. 

Nails do 

Sheets do 

Wire  netting do 

Other 

Machinery 

Motor  cycles number. . 

Oils: 

Edible gallons . . 

Petroleum  and  other  mineral do 

Paper  manufactures,  other  than  stationery 

Rubber  goods 

(Tobacco,  manufactured: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes pounds . . 

Other do.... 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1916 


Quantity. 


187 
6 


3,025 


46,204 
11,211 


71 
84 

112 
3 


2,589 
789, 828 


26,455 
99, 208 


Rupees. 


716,505 
5,265 
16,419 
35, 602 
12, 404 
28, 372 

8,736 

13,691 
3, 577 

13, 263 
2, 549 

65, 266 

11,140 
35,294 
29,035 
3,290 
1,531 
406,646 
12, 323 

8,710 

606, 268 

19,391 

15, 192 

147,860 
217,859 
274,723 


2,710,911 


Quantity. 

Rupees. 

87 
8 

238, 147 

13,247 
8  418 

59, 739 

1,069 

5,057 
35, 528 

2,611 

24,267 
3,079 

13,675 

1,104 

28,289 

1,054 

42,811 

64 
28 
346 
205 

26, 615 
13,251 

200,275 

123, 847 

4,220 

348,625 
11,704 

12,428 

491,900 

14, 307 

11 

3,324 
607,591 

20, 509 

26,560 
81,571 

148, 845 
227,367 
173, 678 

2,267,251 

It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  93  automobiles  imported  into  Mauri- 
tius in  1917,  87  came  from  the  United  States. 
Public  Utilities — Population — Shipping. 

On  December  31,  1917,  the  length  of  the  Mauritius  Government 
railway  system  open  to  traffic  was  135  miles,  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
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32,611,951  rupees  ($10,579,317).  The  passenger  and  miscellaneous 
receipts  amounted  to  1,625,675  rupees  ( s^iiT.^.i''.' )  and  freight  receipts 
on  sugar  and  other  goods  to  1,415,232  rupees  ($469,101),  or  a  total  of 
:'>.()  lo.'.iilT  rupees  ($986j470)i  There  are  no  navigable  rivers  in  Mauri- 
tius. The  432  mile-  of  m;iin  roads  were  kept  up  l>y  the  Government 
during  the  used  jrear  ended  June  30,  1917,  at  a  cost  of  284,060  rupees 
(S!H.i;,i). 

In  1917  there  were  621  miles  of  telegraph  line  and  140  miles  of 
telephone  line  open  to  the  public;  these  had  been  constriuted  at  a 
cost  of  300,664  rupees  ($97,535).  The  total  telegraph  and  telephone 
receipts  amounted  to  30,304  rupees  ($9,831)  and  the  total  expendi- 
tures to  27,226  rupees  ($8,832),  or  a  deficit  of  3,078  rupee-  ($999). 
The  number  of  telegraph  and  telephone  messages  sent  in  1917  Avas 
438,541. 

The  population  of  Mauritius  on  December  31,  1917,  was  estimated 
at  384,952,  of  which  262,379,  or  68  per  cent,  constituted  the  Indian 
element. 

In  1917  148  vessels  entered  Port  Louis,  of  which  123  were  steam- 
ers and  25  sailing  vessels;  153  vessels  cleared,  of  which  127  were 
steamers  and  26  sailing  vessels.  Of  the  148  vessels  entered,  108 
were  British  (24  being  sailing  vessels)  and  28  were  French  (all 
steamers).  Of  the  153  vessels  which  cleared  from  Mauritius,  115 
were  British  (26  being  sailing  vessels)  and  29  wTel*e  French  (all 
steamers) . 

The  total  revenue  of  Mauritius  for  the  year  1 1>  1 T  amounted  to 
13,844,061  rupees  ($4,491,013),  and  the  total  expenditure  to  13,118,- 
264  rupees  ($4,255,565). 

SEYCHELLES. 

The  total  trade  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  for  the  year  1917 
amounted  to  2,619,459  rupees  ($849,752  at  normal  rate  of  exchange), 
compared  with  3,158,662  rupees  ($1,024,070)  in  1916.  a  decrease  of 
539,203  rupees  ($174,918).  Imports  were  valued  at  1,979*880  rupees 
($412,805),  against  1,486,420  rupees  ($482,196)  in  1916,  and  exports 
at  1,346,939  rupees  ($436,947),  against  1,672.242  rupees  ($r»l-2.475), 
showing  a  decrease  of  213,900  rupees  ($69,390)  for  the  imports  and 
325,303  rupees  ($105,528)  for  the  exports. 

Articles  Imported  and  Exported. 

The  quantity  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  and  the  value  (given  in 
rupees  of  $0.3244)  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  and  ex- 
ported from  the  Seychelles  in  1916  and  1917  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Articles. 

mt 

1917 

Quantity. 

Rupees. 

Quantity. 

Rupees. 

IMPORTS. 

17,200 

7.3-ifi 

.".■.'.Sf>2 

Sl.M'U 

13,286 
385,235 

31, 700 

10, 655 
10. 1 1:> 

Bread  stuffs: 

DJioll  and  lentils. 
Flour 

do... 

<»'...; 

do.... 

121 

235 

109 

2,485 

103 
23B 

HI 

2,315 

17. ^  10 
47,823 
8,670 

329,091 
45,765 
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Articles. 


imports — continued. 

Coffee tons. 

Praps  and  chemicals 

E  arthenware  and  porcelain 

Ghee. 


Grains 

Haberdashery 

Matches 

Metals,  manufactured: 

Copper 

Iron 

Machinery 

Nails  and  screws 

Other 

Petroleum  and  other  mineral  oils. 

Provisions 

Soar 


Sugar tons . 

Textile  manufactures: 

Clot  liing 

Cotton  goods 

Other 

Tobacco,  manufactured: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes pounds. 

Other 

Yarns 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1916 


Quantity.       Rupees 


1.20S,  328 


EXPORTS. 

Local  products: 

Cinnamon  bark tons 

Copra do . . 

Guano do 

Oils- 
Coconut gallons. . 

Essential do 

Whale 

Other 

Shells,  turtle pounds . . 

Soap,  coconut-oil tons. . 

Vanilla pounds . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 
Reexports.. 


Grand  total. 


187 

2,370 

980 

14, 591 
5,043 


1,931 

103 

45, 174 


27,  899 

17, 278 

2,376 

22,420 


55,988 

5,380 

2,638 
13,966 
5,S90 


20,016 
16,  308 
11,086 
35, 664 
93,608 

25,004 

389, 121 

8,724 

4,021 
4,386 


162,701 


1, 486, 420 


12, 359 
836, 830 
29, 400 

28, 220 

94, 200 
21. 000 
200 
16, 225 
39, 523 
164, 069 
14, 468 


1917 


Quantity.      Rupees, 


835,993 


1 
2,114 
2,020 

14,918 
4,905 


32, 291 
18,019 
10,080 

7,198 
56, 102 
30,400 

6,211 

12,213 
9,307 
11,307 
6,436 
21,317 
24,358 
3,000 
12, 673 
73,877 

21,S21 
148,191 
17,498 

3,888 
5,846 
10, 077 
42,823 


1,256,494 
415, 748 


1, 672, 242 


1,371 

28 

14,227 


1,272,520 


44 
894,059 
60,779 

32, 309 
72, 381 


12,479 
13,006 
50,837 
24, 550 


1,160,444 
186, 495 


1,346,939 


Counties  Sharing  Trade  of  Seychelles. 

Of  the  1,272,520  rupees  worth  of  imports  in  1917,  British  posses- 
sions sent  791,554  rupees  ($256,780)  worth  and  the  United  King- 
dom 324,252  rupees  ($105,187)  worth.  Imports  from  other  countries, 
chiefly  the  United  States  and  Japan,  amounted  to  156,713  rupees 
($50,838).  The  purchases  from  British  colonies  were  made  up 
principally  of  farinaceous  foods  and  cotton  piece  goods  from  India 
and  sugar  from  Mauritius;  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
sisted of  drugs  and  chemicals,  cotton  goods  and  yarns,  and  metals 
and  manufactures.  France  sent  mainly  wine,  machinery,  and  haber- 
dashery; the  United  States,  petroleum  and  gasoline  and  drugs  and 
chemicals;  and  Japan,  enameled  ware  and  glassware. 

Of  the  exports,  France  took  542,225  rupees  ($175,897)  worth, 
chiefly  copra  and  vanilla;  the  United  Kingdom,  510,700  rupees 
($156,671)  worth,  made  up  largely  of  copra,  essential  oils,  and 
vanilla;  French  colonies,  227,521  rupees  ($73,808)  worth,  principally 
coconut  oil,  vanilla,  and  soap ;  and  British  possessions,  chiefly  Mau- 
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ritius,  took  GG,403  rupees  ($21,541)   worth,  mainly  guano  and  coco- 
nuts.   There  were  no  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1916  or  1917. 

Increase  in  Shipping — Population — Finances. 

Fifty-eight  steam  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  195,322,  entered  and 
bleared  at  Port  Victoria  in  1917,  against  11  steamers,  aggregating 
110,795  tons,  entered  and  42,  registering  110,830  tons,  cleared  in 
1916.  Sailing  vessels,  numbering  14  and  registering  L,647  tons, 
entered,  and  L5,  registering  1,728  tons,  cleared  from  Port  Victoria 
during  1917,  compared  with  4,  with  a  tonnage  of  485,  entered  and 
3,  registering  401  tons,  cleared  in  1916.  No  vessels  entered  from 
or  cleared  for  the  United  States  in  1916  or  in  1917. 

According  to  the  census  of  1911,  the  population  of  the  Seychelles, 
with  an  area  of  156  square  miles,  amounted  to  22,691  (11,557  males 
and  11,134  females),  an  average  of  145  inhabitants  to  the  square 
mile. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  Seychelles  for  the  year  1917  amounted 
to  446,533  rupees  ($144,855),  compared  with  419,969  rupees 
($136,238)  in  1916;  and  the  expenditures  to  435,561  rupees 
($141,296),  compared  with  455,241  rupees   ($147,680)   in  1916. 


WASHINGTON  :  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  !  1019 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries  with  support  from  LYRASIS  and  the  Sloan  Foundation 


http://www.archive.org/details/supplementto65191918unit 


UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 


3  1262  08485  2812 


